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HI~TORY OF BURLillGTOW 

The material for t his history was collected 

and a ssembled by members ot the Un1ted States 

history classes and sociology class. 

St udents 1n the English department checked 

the work for errors in grammar, spelli ng, punct­

uations, an~ con£truction. 

Several copies ot the history were typed by 

typ1ng claaaea. 
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EARLY LAND WUIB.S 

T".ne 1"1rst dwelling house was located 11hero w. H. north 

now llvos. It waa designed and constructed by one of t he 

oa.1, liost 1oneara , Abr aham Gu.rl. David Kock was architect 

and b•·ildor . 

?.~e f l~st sb~ngle mill was located wtlere th~ cannery now 

etoncn . 

~o town he.11 VJas l ccc.tec: v.horo · .. i ll1ao Fenthe1~c now 

11voo on Orcnee Strout . 

The 1·1rot nchool wns !lela in the fall or 1801 ~.r .. t h e 

ol e t mm ha l l . 'Yn1s hall not: s t ands on tbe northwestern 

cornor of Anacortos and 11'au"have11 nveinucs. Tho 1;ee.ciH~r 

woe tii n ::i Cln1•n Carl , noc ~ a . Clur·a. ?:iorrison 01· Sontt:!o. 

Tho lfo1;h odist church wnc bul lt in 1891. 

:n~ o f 1ret stre~ta wer e Orang0 and Anacortes. At the 

t ir.ie the streets were opened, Anacortes orld Oi .. m1::.., e t1?0Gt s 

were planked. They were the main bttc ::.no::rn ctr•ect s . 

1lbo r1J,st school building waa located in back of' the 

Roosovel t Grnde school. It was built by an old pioneer , 

David KoeY: . 

II. sh'.l.ngle c.111 stood where the I.iaaa&J' lumber yard 

s tands on Fairhaven Avenue. Tbe f'irst power that gene-

~ rat ed tho 11&it1ng system or t h is town was turnishod from 

this m111. 

........ 



The first store stood on the Northeastern aide or Ana-

eortes and l ash1ngton, now vacated. ·.:ilo bu 5.lding \fas built 
. 

by \?al ter Burton, latez• boUBbt by T. G. Wilson, who, to-

~otbor wit b the Creaaey brothera, had the contract or cloar-

1nc:; tl,9 townslgbt . In this 'hu11C11ng all the bus1nes1 or tho 

town ~as conducted. The ti~st poat otfiee wae 1n th1• atcre, 

with T. G. a ilaon postmaster and GeOl'~e G. Creasey Deput y. 

Ti e r i r ct r ailrO!ld t1okot ortice was also 1n there. All 

city cc-.... -.rt ".):>oc oedln(·s ?;0110 hol d l u th:ls b uild1?lf5• 

Th~ f irst anl oon 3t ood a~out tu1r ty t oot north Jr the 

store n.,d poet office. 

The :-:.:-!'It Croat ;lor t :1:>r :i do:1ot ~ao j us t a small ..)Uild-

inc or rou)l bo~u~ds standing d 1rootl y j ust wost of wnere 

our praoant at.ructura no\1 ::1tunCs . i:ict·oro the construct ion 

or our now and aomiodio..w do?o t. , one or l ea oer r.ropo~·t. ions 

was l ocated at t he 1nteraeot1on ot t he main li·1e of the 

Groat Horthern and the Anacorte:i-Bamilt on brnnch. '?h i s depot 

was consumed by fire in t he early part C;f t l ttl p1"'e8ent cent-

ury. 

Tho f irat drugetare was on t he corner or Anacortes and 

Ornn~e street, also, the r1rst meat market. 

Emel'son lla;.aer 'a s·Gore was the second to locate 1n 

I3urlinz.,>ton. It atood on t he sout hern corner or Anacortes and 

Oran:.:·e atreet1 , wbere now stands the reaidence ot Dr. Jackson. 
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Directly west of the dr\181tore, F. w. Weiderman established 

a eeneral merchandise store. This completed all t he houses 

on Anacortes and Orange streets• which at that time were in­

t ended to be t he main business center ~ the town until Tom 

Wilson and his associates conc31vcd the idea or t he tOllD 

to Fairhaven Avenue. 

At about that time the Great Northern built its new 

depot at tbe intersection of tho two railroads. 

Just eaat or tbe depot at the new intersection, Uilson 

and Shauc;hnoasy erected a hotel o.nd saloon, rront1nG on the 

depot platform. Tb1a platform extended about tour hundred 

feet east and weat along the Anacartes•Ham1lton branch ot 

the railro&dJ and another pl atform of equal. leneth extended 

alone t he iraln line or Seattle to Vwicouver. 

Her e changes t he topography of Durl1ngton• 'J.he business 

section or t he town coimnenced to novo trom the old quarter9 

to the northwestern part or Fairhaven. ~t.;.; • 

First came a contectioneryJ ~hen followed the post office ~."' 
adjoining the confect ionery, also f'ront1ng on t he platform. 

Across the street tron the ·:a1aon•Shaugbneaay hotel; 
I 

north where now stands the Enut1en 'brothers store, was built 

a hotel known as t ho r;1111am• a Howse" 

'lbo first drugstore wae moved from the corner ot Anacortes 

and Orange streets to just west ot the Knutzen Uercantile atore­

It was f 1rst used aa a saloon by ~eter Ber~. 'Ibis property 

was then purchased b1' William Ebelinc , wbo built the Sweet shop, 

now 1n charge ot DuaM Small. 
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The little mountain standinf; north or the Burlington 

Buaineso Center, prior to 1910 was covered with a beautiful 

stand or virgin timber. About that time 1t was destroyed 

b y t he ruthless logger under tbe name ot Harpst, who bu11t 

and operated t he m.111 at tbe root or the hill known to the 

Durl1ngton citizens as Burlinaton Heights. 



so:JE EARLY HISTORY AivD p Iom~_t;RS OP BURLIUGTOK 

In the fall of 1882 , Jcl·.a P . U1llett and \";1lliam IJcKay 

entered t he dense f orost of spr uce , cedar, fir, o.11d other 

timber, ereaCod a shaek ane ~~de ready f or the establ l sh ­

ment o:f a loge;1ne camp on the ,:l"'Ound upon 11b1ch now stando 

the clty of Burl1ngton, 

From a v1ewpo1nt , midway ')Ot\-1een the town or today 

and the l i tt l o aback of J . P . .!i llet t in 1802, one t.,'1l1ns an 

1nterest i n_ ~limpse of tiio bec;lnnings or otU'l1nc t0n as 1t 

started t0\78.l'd it 's scat in t o s!sterhood of Skagit county 

comr~unit1es . Sueh a vie'1'point was enjoyed by t he editor or 

the S}ta f;it News, when in tho issue ot his papers of July 27 , 

1891, he rocorded bis v1s1t to Burlington 1n the f'ollow1Il8 

language: 

"After walkin~ over t o\m you find a number cf' .fino new 

buildings, s ome completed , and ot hers under construction. 

One of the oost notable buil a 1n..:;s, and one t.rbich 1s nearing 

compl etion, 1s a l &r,3e t tro story st::•ucture; t h e lower room 

is to be uoeu as a s chool ~ooo, e.ud the upper story tor a 

hall. The building is ba1nG ?Ut up by the t own, and is to 

be used f or Publ ic schools until n District school could be 

built. 
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.rrangemcnts u e ueinc u1ude t o voto bonds at a n eurly 

dnt e . 

The enr ollment of s cl1ool cl1ildr en in th d i nt r ict. is sev enty 

five . 

'l'he e t bod1$t ohurc.tt c u e t he fov.nd.Jtion ! a id f or quite u l r ge 

building., whi ch \ ill be ti. bouuti.!\.tl s t nroture ,.hen finished . 

A coup l e of foundationu h ve lra..td;r been l a id ueLtr t he r a. il­

r oa d crossing f or ; r ehousou J.ll .h lca gra i n nd f urm. pr oducts w1-ll be 

stor ed for shi o .• ent . 

The Sodr o ercont ile Cv . r.ioved lnto t heir t\ o- s tory building 

about f oar weeks ago with a ..,.10 , vvO s tock of mercht.tndise . The 

pr oprie t o r s , .~aul son Hr os., se\l,_ t o be doi n[..• u v e r y good bus i ness . 

On Fairha ven Avenue , the .\O\,l~y ;louse is locl:l t ed , with ,, . 

Ro\ l ey a s or oor ietor. I t is a fine t ho- stor y build1n~ ;hicb will 

be fit ted U 'l tor a billia .a.cl hall . 

The Burling t on ·1ouse , on ~nucortee iVenue is a l so a t wo- s t ory 

buil d i ng e nd l s run under t he 1111..111 geI:lent of 1 • • A. Goul d . The house 

see.:ned t o be well pi.ltronized . vpposito t he Bur lingt on House is lo­

ca t e d >hc.1U(~nes!'.ly ' s Restaurant, 1.. lth ':.horn.as haughne ssy us boso of 

t he house . 
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Next you come t o the Pioneer stor~ of T. G Wils~n, 

th~ futurf 'ost~ st r of Burlingt~n . Mr. Wils~n c · r r1es a 

l a rge stock of gen r a l merchandise and i s making e specialty 

of h~·ndling Giant and J udson poV'dr r: . He i s doing a V Fry good 

business. I nformation has been received from Washington Ci ty t hat 

the Post Office will be es t &blished in a f ew D~ ysw 

Before turning back t o the considerati 'n of the fir s t 

period in the develo ~ment of Burlington, from ~ logginc camp 

to it's position a t the time the editor mnde the stc tement 

quoted above, it may be well to record a few ennot~t1ons which 

will f i x in the minds of the r Pader ( a s v.ell as acquaint him 

1th the nrP~ent day Burl lngton) the buildings and men referr ed 

to by t he editor. The town company bui l ding ref~rred to ls now 

(1391) the Kcccabee • ~ Rail, and i t stood first on Orange Street. 

The Sedro Mercantile Co . store building was ~r~cted 

in 1890 by Joseph Woods & Co. Kr. Shaughnessy was nroprietor 

of a Butcher Shop and Kea t K~rket f or sev~ral month~ , anc 

in 1893 h e buil t the World' a Fair S~loon and Hotel, now t hP 

Great North£rn . Kr . Wilson bought out Kr. Burton who established 

the businer s just the spring previous t o the- editor' 1 visit, 

and Mr . Burton had embr rked in the genFr a l store business only 

the yea r before. 

The shack built by John P. Millet t , after t he es t ab­

l ishment of the Millett and McKay Logging camp l ate in the 
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f a l l of 188£1 was the first human habita tion on t he ground 

wher e the peopl e of Burlington l i ve . I t was l oca t ed e little 

.. ·-.StlUth wes t of t he ~unction noints of the r a ilroads of today 
~-·~~:f· 

and i n i t Mr . Mill et t and hi s f amily lived until l r t e in the 

eigh t i es . The first timber cl aims on the site of the present 

toVYn cf Bur l ing t on were tak.en i n the yea r 1883. William McKay 

hel d the land which incl uded the Burlingt on Htll , then called 

Litt1~ Mountain, while acros s the line wnere Fa irhaven ~venue 

has since been made w~ s the clai m of L rry Gilfoy, i n which Mr. 

· Millett's cabin was built and on which the r ai l r oad s t a t i o of 

t oday h as s i nce gro~n up . 

Looking f r o:nAnacortes Avenue across t he Gi lfoy claims , 

~ne could see t he l and of "Smokey Smi th", whil e ·in .t he same 

di r ecti ?n, with Little Mountain ~s a vi eVi}>oint , one could see the 

land wh!ch forme d the Mil lett timber clai m. 

Th0r f' v·a s 11 ttle done in t he way of s e ttlement of th~ 

l and during the per iod when timbe~ a.~d logging wer e t he main 

industries . Isola ted f acts eoncerning t his period of development 

h ave been obtained f rom an article from Frank Ombarger which 

appecr ed ln the school bull etin in the issue of Mt rch 1903. 

Mrs . J ohn P. Millett '!':a~ the f i rst woman t o r esi de in the localit y 

of Burlingt~n . The best of the t imbFr was logged off the town 

s ite by Mr . McKay in 1883, but it was not until t he closing days 

of 1~90 that he pl anted the town sit~, r ecording hi s f i r s t pl a t on 
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the New Y e2r ' e Day of 1891. 

I t os in the summ£r ~f 1990 tha t the f irs t rail roed 

t rain n s s ed t hrough Burlington )V~r the s~attlP and Northern 

Rai l road . Though the G1 p i t Northe"'n was not surveyed until th' t 

y ear, it~ through trains Wf.Tf running e ... rly in 1891 . The ftrst 

saw mill v~ s ( ~ect~d by T. L• Fox in the ~int r r of 1~90 and 

1891 1 ~nd in 1q31 Dale and Co . manuf a ctured t ho first shingle ~ , 

using a t hrQshing machine engine for power. 

I t as about t his time t h .• t the fi rst eal oon was opened 

t n t he town, Bur ton &Son est ablished .it on Anacortes Av~nue 

in building ~ which ver e i n lq96 burned down by f ire on Christ­

mas night . The first Post Office at Bur lington ~ ~ ert~blished 

early in the ye~ r 1891 , with T. G. ~ilson as the fir s tPostmast r . 

The school di strict was e s t ablished May 1, 18<31 . Miss . 

Cls r a Gorl r~s the first te · chfr . 

The fv~nt of the r a ilroad g, ve a grer t ariv~ t o the 

settle~cnt of th€ town of Burlington and vicinity , for it 

offerPd tran sportJ tion for m~n ~na merchandise . 

Soon a f t " r Mr . JlcK" Y had pl ., tted h is l oggE"d- off lar1d 1 

George D. ~cL~an , then a r~sidFnt of Mnunt V-1 no 1 and the 

V'&s tern agent of Roswell Skeel of New York Ci ty 1 purch~sed 

foUTteen hundred ~ err s of Mr . McKay•~ p roperty and commenc~d 

the round' tion of the t omi site comDany . J. W. Souls of Mount 

Vf'rnon ~ec1J rf'd the intr res t in the company and Mr . McKay , 

by the t erms of th~ purchc.."' e of his l and, rEtained an interes t, 

but in the cour c-e of a short time, all 1nt<res t wa~ ~bsorbed by 

Mr. Skeel. 
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A. ear ly ~s 1893, t he inhabitants of Burl ington ~r0posed 

incorpor ation as a municipalty, the movrmfnt f ailed bPc~use 

the community coul~ not must er the r r qdired popul ation . The 

subjf'ct of the corporation l ay dor mant for e numbf r of y e~ rs 

and no organized movement was made until June 16, 190~ , when 

Burlington bec~me a fourth cla ss city . The fir~t mayor of the 

c ity was F . \". Wei deman, and the fir s t city counci l \'·a s composed 

of Za.ch·,riah W ... r .fiel d, Orson Pease , Bill Hurley, llichael Hougan, 

and n~wld !toch . 

At the time of the incorporati on the cen £us sho,·ed t ha t 
•...t. "~ 

260- persons made up the popul· ti Jn . Burlington , today , hc:ts 

about 1650 . No municipal works have as yet. been undertaken by 

the town , yet ~uch pr ogresa in the ~ay of ctr eet grading and ot her 

1mprovPm~nt s h~v~ been made . A ~tone crusher has been purcha sed 

at the cost of f500 and is in operation eve y day pr eparing rock 

for Maccndamizing the pr incipal s treets of the town . 
I 1 

The of ficers ·Of the town i n 18 99' werp.s Mayor L. J. 

Howe; Troasurer; A. E. Henr y; Cl rrk, D. Bennett; Attor ney , 

Geor gr D. Greene; Councilmen, J. B. Koch , G. E. Hea t hman Sr., 

w. H. Whitney (Mr. Whitney has .the office of city Cl erk now) , 

F. Fritch, a::id J..,hn Forst . Police Judge , O. A. Pense; ~ s rshall, 

v. Tourtillettc . 

The fir st de9ot of t he Seattle und Nor th· rn, ~s s erected 

in 1890 ~nd stood nt the crosslng of Anacort es Avenue . The 

fir~ t buil di ng of thP Gre~ t Northern wss built the fol l owing 
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ye~ r , ~nd was a mere sha ck Dt the Orange Avenue cross ing . 

One Sunday morning a f ew yenrs let~r the people of Bur­

lington awoke to f i nd tha t t hey had a new r a ilv!ay s t v tion . 

The fine s tructure which had s tood a t Bellville, tvm miles 

north of Burlington and on the l ine of the Great Northern, 

track t o t he Junction of the t wo r ailroads of Burligton. 

The r f'movDl of thi s depot had not been h~ard about, and the 

c1 tizen s of Burlingt:n wer e a s much surprised ~s ~: s Samuel BE:el , 

~nose l Pnd it h~d been built as a par t of r i ght- of- way consider a­

tion . This building di d duty as a ~tat ion until i t was burned; 

then the one of today was built. 

n 

To turn aga in to the development of the commercial ~ ctivity 

i n Burl tngton, the fi rst busi .:iess building in the tow.a was a 

tlt"irt str•Jcture, cdready r ef e-rred to a t the southeast corner of 

Anacort rt:s and Fairhaven avenues . The building we: s erEctcd in 

the spring of 1S91 and wa s destroyed by fire in 189~ . The 

Sedro Mercantile Co . es t ablished "!. tself i n the Joe Woods & Co. 

building ~hich wa s l a t er occupi ed by Emerson Hammer and is 

nov the home of Thomas Colltn• s saloon. I n the same summE-r·, 

F. w. We1d~man open~d a h ardwsre store on Orange Street, ju~ t 

'vest of Ana cortes Av e . ( YOu can easily see that t hf- ea r l :: bus­

iness ~ection of Burlingt~n was located on ~.nacortes and Orange 

A nues • Since , thP tovm h f s moved .towards the highl'lay) . 

In 18911 the fi rst ·neat market i n town wa opened by 

John Denke & Bros. 
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At on~ ti~e, Orsngr Str. see~~a desti~cd to bP the lead1ng 

bu~incsF ~ trret f Burl lngt '1n, but l t had to g1v ~ ~C"/ to Ane-

cortrr Ave-nll(' , ?.hi ch in t urn he1 s seen tht g'T'er ~f ~t buEi!lPSS "° cti vl ty 

The Y ~· rs of the . fl czrly bus1n!'s s VPnture s ~ • T'e tnos~ or 
f1nnnc1~1 ~ ctivi ty r~g rding the ~e~tiny of th~ to?n on the 

pf' rt ':lf th pt .:1ncer merchant~ . At the> clo~e 1f tht\ ye~r 1991 . 

thrrc 'frr or ::>bably not over coo H?O "'l " 1:-i B'J rl ineton, but J.:1 th 

thf' coming .,f the following :ff' r~ , '"' ::>r• S('ttlfr!' '' rived i.1 thr 

E;urr..,unding countr7, tr&.nsoortn t i'.>n f £.cil l tl r: ·:>pr-nee u u, nd 

buslnc sr torn "'ld f~ r~r-r~ .tl Ut f' ..cn•v· th'.t Burl 'ng t o had c0i.e 

t o stay . 

The f irst 1mport ~nt rvent i n i90~ , wa~ a SPri0ns rsilro~d 

1J cci~ent on the r a ilrofld briag<' cross t h •"" Sk:'glt riVfr sout h or 
Bur lington . On J anuary 17, n fr rlght tr~in loodPd ~ith shingl~~ 

from B·Jrl in~t?n ~·Dd surroundin <:' 'rill~ 't'. <" ., cro~ !-\ in~ thr b r icge 

v1hcn thf' bridg~ col l~q:>scd . Th£ englncPr · nd firemr(n wPre k il led , 

but thF hrel<: ~r: 1 ·n Yr . Sr.enk, ( Mr. SrnnK T'f':=tidfl: on a f r r.1 1us.:t 

out!."lc'c ~r city 11··. its , .,,. '-"t -,f Burling t on tod{ y) .t>"C",!)~C wlth 

but t fF~ brok rn ribs . 
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S0~1E OF THE EARLY SETTLERS 

ORSON PEASE: Hotel proprietor, l s one of the old settlers of 

Burlington. He was born 1n New York in 1810, and he lived at 

home until he was 26, then he married and moved to Iowa. In 

1890 he came to Washington arid Burlington. He erected the first 

dwelling 1n the town. Burlington was .1ust a logging camp t hen, 

and t he onl:v bu l l11n~ in t own was o c cu p1.od 'bv o saloon. The 

Groa t Northern was just clearing its right of T1a:v . Mr. Pea~·e 

was very popular among the citizens of the town, and took part 

i n man:v of t he beginning activities ot the city, 

ALBERT L'""'NDIN1 One ot t he successful hotel men ot Burlington 

was born ir. Stockholm, Sweden ln 1849. He came ·to the United 

States about 1380 and to Skagit County in 1883. In 1889 and 

several ye9rs later, he prospected and mined in Nome and Dawson, 

Alaska, but soon returned to Burlington . He was a mombor ot the 

school board er Burlington for a good many yoara. Mr. Lundin 

owned half a block of Buildings 1n town i n which his well lmown 

Lundin S~t.~l was located. 

OLE JOHNSON: Was born 1n Norway on April 151 1858 and he came to 

the united States in about 1870, later, he came to Waehington 

an ~ ma ~e h i s home 4n S~a glt County, just a 11ttle nor t h or Th1r l lng­

ton. He married and Mr. and ··rs. Joh.."lson had s i .x children; 

.~1nn1e, Elmer, Hulda, Orga, E~eline and Axel. Axel J ohnson is a 

very well known man living in Burlington, and at the present 

· is vorking in the First National Bunk of Burlington. 
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~· .Q.• GRBOORY: Was born December 24, 1844, in eortage 

Oounty, Ohio. Ile later went to Michigan where he lived 

until 1883, when he came to Burlington which t hen cona1ated 

of only a few r ude ahacka, a hotel, a store, and a ahed used 

for a oeoot . He found work 1n a s aw n ill a s an enE.'ineer, 

l ater served as a mail carrier ln town, end ~or four years 

he carried the mail, at that time was a ppointed pos t mas t er of 

Burlington. 

WALT~R s . BURTON s One of the active b Jeineae men ot -------------
Burlington waa born in Lapeer County , tUchigan, i n Oct. 161 

1870. He came to Skagit County in 1883 and first made hi• 

home in Mt. Vernon but la ter came to Burlington. Be worked 

as a logger in the Burlington ahingle mill. Mr. Burton 

erected t he f irs t store building in the town ot Burlington, 

1n which he oper ated a general mercantile bua1nesa and later 

sold out to ~homas Wilaon. Jlr . and Mra. Burton at111 live 

1n Burlington. 

SANDS c. PETTIT: I• one ot the succesatul contractors -----
and bui l oP.ra of Rut-11ngton. tie was born in Orleana County , 

?,ew York , on Septe"tber 21, 1855 . At t he age of s t xteen , 

young Pettit began to lear n t~e trade of car pentering , working 

in t he summer and going to achool 1n the winter. After 

graduat111g trom the state Normal School at Lake 01t) 1 Minnesota, 

be went to Australia, where he s tayed f or about a yeer; ha 
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t hen came back to San Francisco and about · a year and half 

later he came to Seattle where he lived for a short time. 

Prom there . he went to La conner and then to Burlington. 

Ho hal oed i n the Building of many of the dwellings and 

bus i r ess houses 1n Bttr ltngton. Pett it s tlll 11.ves tn Burlington. 

DAVI D 'KOCH: Millwright and car penter as well as a succ--
e ssful farme _, is one of t he pioneers or Burlington. Ile was 

born in Sturk County, Ohio, March 22, l.835. When h8 waa 21, 

he select ed tne t .rade of millwright and apprenticed himself• 

When t he Civil War broke out he enli sted in :ompany D of the 

Twenty-Third M1aaour1 Infantry under Captain Robertson. His 

first taste of battle was at h1loh, where he was captured by 

t ne Confedera tes; he was releaaed on parole and ·exohanged 

after six months . Young Koch fought bravely at Iron Mounta in 

and at Rawley , his regiment l a t er jo1n&d. General Sherman's 

Corps which was nart1e1 ~at1ng ln the operations around Atlanta 

and i n the famous march to the sea. He returned to Missouri 

a f t er the war and resumed hi• trade f or · 12 years. Then he 

went t o ~ebraska where he ltve d for t hree yea rs ono t ~en came 

to ~ashineton. When he eaMe t o BtWli ngton it was merely a hole 

in the woods. He bought a fe-.i a cred near town and built nia home, 

and there he farmed for many years, 

THOMAS SHAUGHNESSY& Was born in Ti pperary, Ireland, on 

November 11, 1845. He left home at the age of ten to 
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find \York and •uPport himself. For five years he made his 

living by do i ng odd jobs in dif ferent parts or his native 

land. He came to America in 1U62 and he lived in many 

different parts of the United States until 1880. When h8 

came west, he made his headquar t ers at Ses t t le. It was 

about t his time that a big "boom" was on at Anacortes and 

Mr. Shaughnessy went there and lived until 1891 when he ti>ok 

a contra.c t f or clearing the t imber from the town site of 

Burlington. There were only three houses in town when he 

commenced h1a work. When hi£ work wae f' t ni ahed, he decided 

to qui t ~oamlng around and settle down i n Burlington. He 

o~ened up a meat m9rke t which he ran for many vear s . 
I 

.J ' Jaires M. NORRIS: Was born tn Bellville, Ras t ngs , 

County, Ontar~o, Canada, .;)eptember 29, 1864. Mr . Norx•ls 

lef t home at the age of . t wenty-two and engaged in t he work 

of construct ·ng s.nowsheds for the ~anadian Pac;tf i c Railway. 

This wor k l a. ter brought him to Donald, Br i tish Columbia, 

where he built warehouses and helped put u p snowsheds 1n the 

Selkirk Mounta1na. In the fall of 1886 he went to Ashland, 

W1acona1n, where ho went to work for the Lake Shore Ra ilroad. 

He continued with the San Franclaco Bridge co. He aoon 

came to Skagit County and bought a few acres or land 1n 

Burlington, Which today makes up part ot the lorr18 farm. 

Mr . Norri• marr ied in 1 184, and Mr. and Mrs . Norris bad 

s ix children; Murny , Orace, Stewart, Guy, and Roaa. 
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Murny atill lives 1n Burlington and 1• t~llowing the 

lite of a aucceaatul contractor. Hi• brothers Stewart and 

Guy are ... 1ao aucceastul con.tractor•• Roas 1• a well-lmown 

strawberry grow~r l iving in Burlington. Grace 1• living with 
•• • her mother, ~rs. Horris, in Burl1~0ton, and Pear died while 

she uas ver y young . 

~.r . Norris was killd in Slc:a£it County in 1921 when 

some of his machinery fell on him, ki lling him instantly. 

WILLIA.I\ HENRY HARRI SON CRESSEY: Waa born in Philadelphia, 

Pennsy l vania, April 30, 1839. I n 1860, Mr. Creasey entered 

the Civil War in the Twentiet h Pennsylvania Inf antry, Some­

times ca lled t he Scott Legion • . 
He cume weat t n 1890 aud settle~ in Skagit County. 

He bought land a mil& southeast of the city of Burlington 

and made hi s home there. In 1B65 !.b... . Creaa97 mrr led and had 

nine children, amon t hem ~er•J George, William, Vi ctor Hugo, 

all of which s till reside in Burlington, the ot hers have lett 

the city . The Creaseya are very well-known to practically 

e veryone 1n Burlington. 

wonderful transformations made in Skagit County snd Sur­

lington in th8 paat 40 years or more, is ~r . Fraser . 

He WQS born in Bova Scotia, May 2, 1851. Mr . Fraser 

workeCI 1n a ••~ m.111 about three years, then a couple years 

on the Railroad. Be then returned to h1a home and took 

u p the trade of blacksmith. 
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In 1~80, he came to Seattle •her• be s tayed tor on• 

au.:nrner; then r.e ~ent t o &an Francisco for eighteen month.a 

and returned to Skar. it County and 1or ked on a ranch near 

La Connor for five years, About 1~90 he came to Burli ngton 

where he houcht the f1ve loto t n t o;1n on wh1.ch he has lived 

CVOT' 0 l DCG • 
I : 

nm::-or,,· .r ...rnNSR: One ot the f'oremoat a morl8 the popu lor 

and succe~sful f armore of !url1ngton, 1G a native oi sw1tz4r­

land. Ho wna boim i n Dorno canton, June 25 , 1853. \.hen ht 

was t"::onty- four , ho was mar r1od 1n Sw1tzor1ana. '.th~n he B~id 

his vi. f e ceme t o A."DBr1ca t he foll<Y011nc s pr i ng . 7ie came to 

Mt . Ver non ~n l LG4 and vorkod for ~eter Lee in ~k&g1t County 

for t wo mon ths . He later bought u far m near Burlington. Mr. 

and r;a.n . 1>'"Jl '!1er bad ei[!ht children: An ne , Rudoph, -"'red , 

Pe t er 1 ~ r y 1 J.Sdward 1 Lena, and "'r ank . 

Rudolph :s a well-l<nown f armor and live s juet e lit ~le 

north or Burlington • . F'r ed lives in Burlington and 1orks f or 

the Puget Sound Powe~ and Light co. Lena, r.t.•a. Drown, 1e 

worktnc oo nurse in the or~4ee ~r Ur . Johnson, Fd rea 1dea 

tn D ..... ltncton , uloo . '!lhe resJ> have movorl nw ~ . • 

T'"' NELSON OVENELL: The well-known and· pl'OBJerous f'urmer 

of Burlington, was born on Whidby Island, Auguot 25, 1B61. 

On ~une 2, 1890, Mr. Ovenell was married. Their children 

were1 Dertba, Jaaee, Albert, and George and Fred. Mr. Ovenell 

later camo to l)urlington and bousht a farm ghere he l!vea 

yet. 

George, one or his aona, 1a t he Jroprtetor of ovenells 

Cash Groc•ey store on th• ~gbway. 


